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facing Yeda 
perilou ale nate 
witness 

question 


Impeachment trial 
rests with decisio 


LONDON — The European 
‘Union gave its final, formal ap 
praval to Brexit on Thursday 
‘lazing the way for Britain to re 
Verse tf yours of integration with 
the Continent and leave thebloc on 
Friday night 

Following a sometimes emo- 
‘tional vote in the European Parlia 
ment on Wednesday, the govern 
ments of the countries stili in tne 
union avea unanimous seal ot ap 
rove tp Briaim's withdrawal oft 
cially ending nearly four years of 
‘wrangling over whether, when and 
howe it would happen. 

nthe end, the way the decison 
became final was viewed as vir 
tage Brussels" bureaucratie and 
‘dramatic 

Diplomats from the remaining 
member countries were given plain 
instructions over emali just afar B 


By Danie! Moore 


WASHINGTON — For the 
paul two weka, senakes hate 
spent lang hours listening to ar 
uments and questioning both 
Sides in President Donald 
Trump's impeachment trial 
which is hearing methodically 
Tor an all but rain acquittal of 
the president by the Republican 


‘ntl chamber ‘nm. Wednesday: Answer these four 
Yet senators must fce one | dry, procedural questions with 
last politically perilousquestion | “yes; "ner or “abstain” andi send 


Friday: whether to end the trial 
‘without caline any witnesses or 
Shaining any documents, Two 
Republican senators Iate Thurs 
day announced their decisinns | eame in — a foregone conclusion, 
on witnesses — one yesandane | but the last step needed for the 
m. Withdrawal agreement fo take eÈ 
"The debate over witnesses | fct. Al member states 
boils down to what constitutes | "yes to all the questions 
firtrialin thegravecowrtofim | pean Union official sud 
peachment. EU Commission President Ur- "On the biggest questions, the 
‘And, for moderate senators, | sula vonder Leyen spoke thisweek European Council meets in persan, 
the disagreement over witnesses | of"be agony of parting iten with presidentsand primer 
distilis al the complestions ot AWe wilalways loveyou and we tere representing their countries. 
An unprecedented impeachment | willneverbetar. shesidaithelast = But on Thursday, it used a vote: 
ase against a president one that 


them in an email to the European 
Council whic represents he na 
ione government, 

At I pin. Thursday. the replies 


fone 


session ofthe European Parliament 
With British participation 

Even British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson. an energetic cam 
pion of Brexit, promised a “digni 
Bed exit" that is "mindel of every 
body's feelings: 
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EU ua seals Brexit — via email 


A woman holds up the Union Jack and the European Union flags during an evert Thursday to celebrate the 
ip between Beigum and Ertain atthe Grand Place in Brusse 


‘enter into faroe upon the UKs exit 
frum the EU. on St January 210D at 
midnight" in most af Batope — H 
fam in Britain, it added. "From that 
time on, the UK. will no longer be 
Bn EU member sate and leon. 
Sered asa third country. 

Tn Brussels, some of the next 
steps will be Just as formal and 
Titec! before the negoitions on 


‘by email process reserved for tach- 
nical decisions that don't require 
{op officials or august gatherings 
‘Aha it presented the news in what 
was seen as the drabbest possible 
ingua. 

The council has adopted, by 
‘written procedure, the decision on 
the conclusion of the withdrawal 
agreement on behalfofthe EU the 
European Council wrote. 

“The withdrawal agreement will 


TEE BRETT PAGERS 


involves a angled web of alleged 
motivations, fact disputes, ar 
sations of corruption and el 
fian interference ali while de 
Tating the original intent of the 
ayes ol U.S Constitution 

Hoth the House Democrats 
prosecuting the case and the 
White House defense lawyers 
Tave warned senators thelr vote 
on witnesses willestablisha dar 
erous new precedent far future 
Impeachment trials. 

Defense lawyers for Mr 
‘Tramp have argued repeats 
thatthe House Democrats have 
‘weak case that was rushed 

j without the proper i 
vestigatory werk required by a 
tair impeschment proceeding 

"The Democrats case signifi- 
cantly lowers the burden of proot 
fd will further "our era of ine 

fh the words of 


dom tomm 
Homicides plummet, 


violent erime steady 


Total shootings siid to 148 in 09 
ftom Int the year efor, and that 
umber has tracked dewewani ench 
$e since 15 when there were 235, 
{While homicides dropped the por 
tion of total shootings that wore ot 
fatal, however, rose early 4st 100 
in aio rom isthe year beere. And 
‘lent crime remained esentaliy 
Stenay. ticking downward by 0. 

Zone 5, which covers neighbor- 
hoods on ihe east side of the city. e- 
imine the most dangerous ofthe 
by’ssix pracinets in terms af homi 
tides, continuing a yearlong trend. 
More than ope third of the lines 
in Pittsburgh in 2010 occurred in 
Zones. 

‘X combination of factors, inclu 
ing “excellent police work 


By Jonathan D. Siver 


Crime overall dropped last year 
in Pitsburg, with iptal shootings 
în the city continuing their steady 
‘Seva tren. but the mmber of 
nonfatal shootings, outbreaks of vi- 
‘lence Downtown and eases oe 
mie intimidation ali rose, 

‘Violent erime in the city inched 
lower in 2M9 from a year el 
àr, an attaraey for | amid a sharp decline in homicidas, 
Mr. Trump whose own invest: | according to statisties released 

ation prompted the 1999 | Thursdayby ety police. 
As the Pitsbureh Post Gazette 
‘previously reported, there were 37 


Pittsburgh crime rate dip 


homicides last vear. 


5.3% in 2019 
Pirie nr 


square miles of Pittsburgh 
around one-third ofthe city —and 
ses powerful microphones to de 
tect and locate gunshots. City 
Streets are monitored by a robust 
rework of enmeras, 

‘As a result of the ShotSpotter 
system and city- installed seearity 
Tameras, police are responaine bn: 
mediately fo gunfire and Ioenting 
victime” Me serch said. "By re. 
Sponding faster than ever bear, nf 
fers are able to render aid to Vie- 
Tims who otherwise mieh die! 

Polos note tht some encore 
ing data in erime statisties were 
tempered last year by a jump in vio- 
lent erime Downtown — even as 
overall Downtown erime rates 
fropped — as well as arise in cases 


— E 


Lawyer for slain child’s family: DA must resign 


Alleged confession in 
killing comes to light 


By Mick Stinelli 


An attorney representing th 
family of a toddler kellie! ina 308, 
shooting is calling for District At- 
tomes Stephen A. Zapal Jr. t0 
step down, alleging he failed to 
prosecute a man who reportedly 
confessed to the child's kiling 
Pal Jubas, the lawyer repre 
senting the fay, said at a news 
fonference Thursday afternoon 
Tat the district attorney's oe vi 
Slated the Pennsylvania Crime 
Victims Act by not informing the 
family of tse alleged confession. 
‘Toe family found aut about the al 
Teged confession from socal media 
alter it was revealed as a part ofa 
{vestigation into a 2018 Wilkin 
bure mass shooting in which Pe 


Jameeta Tyer, mother of Marcus White Jr listens as Paul Jubas, the attor 
ney representing her family, speaks Thursday outside tw CtyCounty Build 
rein Downtown. Marcus was 15 months ok when he was led at a pionie 
T East Has in 2013. Mr. bas demanded charges be fed against a man 
wo allegedly confessed to the kiling and said District Attomey Stephen 


A 600-mile commute? 


Boston, Montreal angling to connect 
with Pittsburgh's tech sx 


By Lauren Rosenblatt p 


rts 


posed tech partners, this may 
m like a strange collaboration. 
But those pushing for the Trian 
Steelers fans wouldn't want to gle say the distance won't cause a 
be caught cczving up with the problem (thanks, in part, to dirs 
home ol the New England Patri- Hights from airlines ike Jet Bhue). 
ots, just as Penguins fans  “Ttspeedsaccess tothe market, 
wouldn't fraternize with the customers and Investors," said 
Boston Bruins and the Montreal Brlan Kennedy, senior vice prest- 
anadiens. But ech stakeholders dent for operations and gover 
are proposing Pittsburgh doss ment altars for the Nort Side 
justthae based Pittsburgh Technology 
Tndusiry leaders are working Council, which is one uf the 
to connect the artical intelle founding partners on Pitts 
gent dots between Pittsburgh, burgh’sendofthecollaboration 
Boston and Montreal — all mid "be iden of Just having good 
Send rsh driven cities ‘ties to people ho are at some of 
Tentatively called the "AL Tri- the leading corporations in 
angie," the partnership would eo Boston, Montreal and Pitsburg 
ordinate talent and resources to creates an opportunity far some 
help entrepreneurs, investors great introductions,” Mr. Ken: 
and students connect with more ned sid. 
customers and more capital n "With innovators already 
other words mone). studying at places like the 
‘With about 600 miles between 
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